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Mrs. Laura Viviano - room 254

Email: vivianol@tesd.net
Description:
Honors American Literature is a rigorous, year-long chronological study of literature and language from the United States.  You will read across genres from the vast and diverse body of American literature.  In addition, you will read major works (novels, plays, short story collections) which represent major movements in American literature.  Be prepared to read texts independently, to make notes about these texts, to see connections between texts, and bring your observations and analysis to class discussion and writing.

Primary texts:
The Glass Castle(summer), The Scarlet Letter, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The Great Gatsby, Native Son, A Streetcar Named Desire, The Crucible, A Prayer for Owen Meany
 Prentice Hall Literature: The American Experience 
Additional readings:
You must choose 2 novels by an approved American writer for the year-long research paper.  The list of approved writers appears on the library’s web page.

Writing:
Your writing will focus on developing the skills of analysis, argument, inquiry, and research.  You will work on developing your mastery of standard modes (such as description, narration, definition, and persuasion) as well as your techniques in crafting poems and short fiction.  You will complete a major research project during the course of the year.  In all writing assignments you will adhere to MLA style (using your style guide).  All formal writing assignments must be typed, double-spaced, 12 point Times font, black ink, and submitted to Turnitin.com along with a paper copy to me. 
Participation:
Your daily work should serve both to advance your level and range of knowledge about language and literature and to further the knowledge of the group.  Because a majority of our work hinges on discussions of the readings, your participation and attention to your classmates’ comments are of the utmost importance.  You must bring the following items each day, or risk a grade reduction:

· Your text for that day’s work
· Your English notebook (a loose leaf binder, lined paper and folder with pockets for holding handouts)
· A pen or pencil

Assessment:
Quarterly grades are determined from your participation, your writing, your performance on tests and quizzes, and your work on projects.

Grading Scale 
Your grade is computed on total points which will include in class work (consists of class participation, tests, quizzes, presentations/projects, in class writing) and out of class work (Consists of major essays, research assignments, research papers, literary responses, reading check quizzes).  Your grades will be posted through PIV, accessible by students and parents. 

Absences:
According to school policy, a student has 2 days to make up work newly assigned on the day of an excused absence.  If you intentionally cut a class period, your marking period grade will automatically be reduced by 10%.  If you cut a class a second time, your marking period grade will be reduced to 50%.  If you are absent on the day a project is due or a test is given, be ready to hand in work or take the test upon your return.  It is your responsibility to come to me if you have been absent.  Make-up tests will be sent to the test room in the library to eliminate the need for another class absence or after school arrangements.  You will receive a weekly calendar; the calendar often eliminates questions about assignments or activities you may have missed if you were absent from class.

Late Work:
Assignments must be handed in at the start of class on the due date.  I will not accept late homework.  Any long-term assignment that is handed in late will receive a 10% grade reduction per day for each school day it is late. 
Turnitin.com

You will be required to submit writing assignments to www.turnitin.com prior to coming to class.  You are responsible for setting up your portfolio on the website.  When submitting assignments, you are responsible for obtaining a receipt of submission.  In other words, "I thought I sent it" is not a valid excuse.  You must also submit a paper copy to me in class.



Class ID

Password

Period 4
4274389

cookies

Period 6
4274397

cookies

Academic Integrity:
Plagiarism is a serious academic concern.  Plagiarized assignments (intentionally or unintentionally plagiarized) will result in a grade of zero for the assignment.  The assignment will then be forwarded to the Dean of Studies for review.  Since you have already learned how to document researched material, there is no excuse for plagiarism.  If you do not remember how to document according to MLA style or you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, see your Hacker style manual (copies are in the library) or dianahacker.com.  

Unless an assignment is designed to be a collaborative one, you are required to complete your work individually.  Again, the use of Cliff’s Notes, Spark Notes and other summaries is a form of academic dishonesty, as is discussing test questions.  Students found in a situation of academic dishonesty will receive a punishment from the Dean of Studies and a zero on the assignment in question.

Dear students and families,

I hope this list of expectations clarifies American Literature Honors.  If you have any questions or concerns throughout the year, please contact me via email (more efficient) or voice mail.  I look forward to working together to make this a successful year for everyone!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Laura Viviano

I have read the course expectations for Mrs. Viviano’s Honors American Literature course.  I understand I am expected to adhere to these.

Student’s Name________________________________________________________________

Student’s Signature_____________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Name_________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Signature______________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s home phone number______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s work phone number

(if teacher may contact during work)________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s email address (if available)_________________________________________

